Mr. David W. Cough, Director of Operations

Federal Highway Administration

228 Walnut Street

Harrisburg, PA  17108

Phone:  717-221-3411, Fax:  717-221-3494

david.cough@fhwa.dot.gov
RE:  Proposed I-80 Interchange for Rush Township, Centre County

Dear Mr. Cough:

It is my understanding there are no private exits off Interstate 80, however Resource Recovery, LLC, has expressed a desire for an interchange whose sole purpose would be to service their proposed landfill in Centre County.  Since this request would require approval by the Federal Highway Administration, I wish to state my opposition to this interchange for the following reasons: 

· This exit would serve no public need.  The Snow Shoe and Kylertown exits have adequately served this area since they were opened in 1966.  There has been no growth along this stretch of I-80 since its inception and none projected in any Centre County plans, with the exception of the proposed landfill in Rush Township.

· The proposed exit is slated for an area of Interstate 80 that is well known for numerous accidents resulting from adverse weather conditions and blinding sunlight.

· The proposed interchange is inconsistent with local land use per a review completed by the Centre County Planning Department and approved by the Centre County Board of Commissioners. It also seems to remain inconsistent with Centre County MPO long-range transportation plans despite lobbying efforts by the landfill developer.

· This interchange would exit into thousands of acres of undeveloped land onto a dirt road that has been basically abandoned by Rush Township.  

· The small local surrounding municipalities do not have the equipment, funds or personnel to provide adequate emergency services to cover the problems that will result from the increased truck traffic, nor can their local roads safely handle the additional traffic this interchange will encourage, especially when backups occur on the interstate.

Additional Comments:    

Signature:


Printed Name


Address


City, Zip Code


Instructions:  You may express your concerns by phone, fax, email, or this letter.  To use this letter please sign, complete address information, 

fold so address on back shows, tape closed, stamp and mail.  SILENCE IS THE SAME AS APPROVAL

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
Mr. David W. Cough, Director of Operations

Federal Highway Administration

228 Walnut Street

Harrisburg, PA  17108
