DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Acting Secretary – John Hanger
16th Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
Fax: 717-705-4980
E-mail:  jhangerf@state.pa.us
RE:  Resource Recovery LLC Landfill Proposed for Centre County 

Dear Secretary McGinty:

I write to protest the massive landfill, industrial park, and incinerator proposed for Rush Township in Centre County, currently labeled the Resource Recovery Landfill.  As a nearby resident/visitor to the area, I believe the potential harms of this facility clearly outweigh the benefits.  We neither need nor want a trash complex of this magnitude.

Resource Recovery, LLC projects significant monetary benefits to the host municipality and county.  However, these inflated projections are based in a large part on an industrial park that does not even exist.  No matter what financial benefits are proclaimed, I do not believe they will outweigh the environmental and aesthetic harms that will affect the majority of citizens -- including traffic, noise, odors, and air and water pollution -- posed by such a project.  By and large, the citizens who would be most affected by the project live/vacation where they do because they prefer a rural setting.  The pursuit of happiness -- the Constitutional right to live lives according to their terms and not those of a private developer -- would be abridged.

I do not believe a mega landfill, industrial park, and incinerator is compatible with a region that has so much to offer in the way of outdoor recreation.  This area offers camping, fishing, hunting, canoeing, ATV riding, hiking, and a historically rich rail-trail, among myriad other opportunities.  People come here to enjoy the peace and beauty of a natural environment not to be subjected to the commotion of a working landfill and industrial park and caravans of trash trucks.  Who, except the people who stand to make millions of dollars, would think that siting a project such as this “in the middle of the woods” is a good idea?  Obviously they do not care about the citizens of this region or the thousands of people who choose to vacation here.  There is no way this will not adversely affect Central Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania has a surplus of waste capacity and remains the nation’s leading trash importer.  We do not need more landfills in our state.  Please preserve this region of Central Pennsylvania for is best and most sustainable use -- forest/open space/outdoor recreation and tourism.

Additional Comments: 


Respectfully,

Signature: 

Printed Name: 

Address: 


City, Zip Code:


Instructions:  You may express your concerns by phone, fax, email or this letter.  To use this letter please sign, complete address information, fold so address on back shows, tape closed, stamp and mail.  It is critical you let the decision- makers know you oppose this project.   SILENCE IS THE SAME AS APPROVAL.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Secretary -- Kathleen A. McGinty
16th Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
Phone: 717-787-2814, Fax: 717-705-4980


