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Re: Preliminary Technical Review
Resource Recovery, LLC
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Rush Township, Centre County

Dear Mr. Tafuto:

In respect to the Dam Safety and Encroachments Act (32 P.S. § 693.1 et seq.) and the companion rules
and regulations, 25 Pa. Code Chapter 105, the Department has begun the technical review of your application
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Fourth, to paraphrase Chapter 105.18a(b), the Department will not grant a permit to encroach in non-
exceptional value wetlands unless the applicant demonstrates that the project will not have a significant
adverse impact on the wetlands. Areal extent of impact is one factor in determining significance. The
Department contends that filling 10.6 of the 19.0 acres of wetland found within the 500-acre landfill permit
boundary is significant. Furthermore, the wetlands to be filled are mostly those unaffected by old mining,
while those to be avoided are on the mine-scarred portions of the site.

The application, in one sentence and with little elaboration, states that undermined areas were avoided.
Yet the plans for design alternative 4 clearly indicate that undermined areas were considered as part of a
landfill footprint with a capacity double the proposed footprint. Also, at pre-application meetings, you have
stated that undermined areas may be considered in future landfill expansion. Please explain in detail why the
currently proposed 274-acre landfill footprint cannot include the mined areas, and thereby avoid the larger
wetlands in the unmined areas. And, while you are at it, explain in detail why the footprint cannot be
reduced to avoid wetlands.

Fifth, please include a statement on water dependency as required by Chapter 105.13(d)(1)(iii)(D).

Within 60 days, please respond to the above issues in writing. The Department will continue its
evaluation of your application at that time. If these major issues are resolved, you may yet receive a detailed
deficiency letter dealing with problems found during our complete review of the application and wetlands
replacement plan. Regardless, you will have a final opportunity to correct any deficiencies, which will be in
a pre-denial letter, before the Department makes a final determination.

If you believe the stated omissions are not significant, you have the option of declining and asking the
Department to make a decision based on the information you have already made available. If you choose
this option, you should explain and justify how your current submission satisfies the issues noted above.
Please keep in mind that if you ignore or fail to respond to this request within 60 days upon receipt of this
letter, your application will be denied.

If you have any questions regarding the identified omissions, please contact me at the above address or
by telephone at 570-327-3660.

Sincerely,

Gl € A

Ronald E. Hughey
Water Pollution Biologist III
Operations Section
Water Management

cc:  Centre County Conservation District
Pa. Fish and Boat Commission
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Waste Management
File



