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• Rush Township – prepare and adopt a Comprehensive Plan (consistent with the County 
Comprehensive Plan) that plans for appropriate infrastructure to serve the intended use 
and provides adequate transitional devices, as required by the MPC, to protect the 
residents of Snow Shoe Township. 
 

• Rush Township – prepare and adopt local land use controls (e.g. zoning ordinance) to 
implement the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
 

• Rush Township – advance the proposed interchange as a locally sponsored and 
privately funded project through the MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan process.  
This process ensures that both the Technical Advisory Committee and the Coordinating 
Committee can review all potential area-wide impacts (including impacts to the existing 
interstate system) and make an appropriate determination that identifies and mitigates 
potential impacts 
 

• Resource Recovery – execute a host municipality agreement with Snow Shoe Township 
and/or Centre County identifying potential impacts and detailing a plan to mitigate those 
impacts.  This host agreement will also be recorded with any subsequent subdivision 
and/or land development plans. 
 
The preparation of these comprehensive and coordinated land use controls and 
agreements involving both Rush Township and Resource Recovery with input from 
Snow Shoe Township and Centre County (as required by the MPC) appear necessary 
to provide the protections that an individual municipality alone cannot.  For example, 
Rush Township has previously attempted to identify and mitigate some of the potential 
impacts associated with this development proposal; including the development of an 
interstate access interchange to minimize traffic impacts on Snow Shoe Township. 
 
In fact, one of the conditions identified in the host agreement between Rush Township 
and Resource Recovery is the construction of an access interchange from Interstate-80.  
Further, the initial Point of Access Study submitted by Rush Township to PennDOT 
bolstered Rush Township’s assertion that significant negative traffic impacts could be 
experienced by neighboring Snow Shoe Township if the local road system were to be 
utilized.  The POA study clearly demonstrates an understanding by both Rush Township 
and Resource Recovery that the local road network is incapable of handling the 
anticipated traffic and was not planned, intended, or designed to accommodate the 
anticipated traffic or the required improvements (e.g. condemnations). 
 
Recently however, Rush Township and Resource Recovery have expressed an interest 
in amending the host agreement to allow for the use of the local road network to serve 
the proposed development, to the detriment of Snow Shoe Township.  In addition, they 
have requested PennDOT to evaluate a potential Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) for 
access to the proposed landfill from the existing State Route system in Snow Shoe 
Township.  This is counter to the currents agreements in place and cause for concern in 
regards to Snow Shoe Township. 
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The adoption of local land use controls by Rush Township to implement the 
Comprehensive Plan should serve to provide for some of the transitional devices 
required by the MPC.  The execution of a host agreement with Snow Show Township 
and/or Centre County to be recorded with all subsequent plans will serve to ensure that 
said protections are maintained. 
 
Ultimately, it will be the determination of the Centre County Planning Commission and 
Board of Commissioners to decide consistency of this proposal with the Comprehensive 
Plan now and in the future. 
 
 
map enclosures  
 
 
pc:  Centre County Board of Commissioners 
  Timothy T. Boyde, Centre County Director of Administrative Services 
  Christopher M. Price, AICP, Assistant Planning Director 
  Robert A. Crum, Director, Centre Regional Planning Agency 
  Thomas P. Zilla, AICP, Centre County MPO Transportation Planner 
  Mike Bloom, Centre County MPO Transportation Planner  
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